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COUNTRY ESTATE

ART & ANTIQUES

Right and far right: the Macdonald
viola’s pegbox and scroll

Tts 20 previousowners add value
because most were collectors, not
players (limiting “accidents and
wear inevitable in instruments
that are played”). One major
player is to he found on the list,
however; but few could add
more lustre than the Amadeus
Quartet’s Peter Schidlof, who
bought the Macdonald 50 years
ago and whose family is selling,

The viola’s condition is very
good, accepting the standard
neck attention given tomost
Strads and the Victorian filling in
of worm tracks by Hill & Sons;
while its golden-red varnish over
a gorgeous one-piece maple hack
and spruce table is, says Ingles,
near complete and of the same
fineness as the Lady Blunt and
Messiah, the elite among
Stradivari violins.

“But $45 million?” I say
incredulously to Ingles, who
freely admits that an unplayed

Strad like the Lady Blunt must
“ultimately be more valuahle”
than a played one like the
Macdonald. When [ ask him to
value the Lady Blunt in 2014,
however, he replies unexpectedly
“in the low 20 millions” (dollars).
Ifthe end of this story is that
the Macdonald makes this
unprecedented value, it can only
mean that oursis a world in
which the purchase ofa Strad is

In atruelight

ultimately an emotional one,
though for the love of music or of
money, who can tell?

The market in Stradivari has
many faults. Away from the
auction process, it isunregulated
and opaque; it has racked up
suspicious price inflations; it
attracts the secretive super-rich
aswell as foundations that
honourably sponsor players and
orchestras (the Vienna Phil has 11

EADERS without
$45 million at hand (see
above) will be glad to

know that the picture lighting
used by the National Trust, by
Goodwood, Weston Park and
numerous country houses can be
installed in their own palaces for
prices starting at £150.

A revolution in picture
lighting pioneered by Andrew
Molyneuxand Harry Triggs of
TM Lighting in Hammersmith,
is now selling round the world.
“An enormous number of people
arenot seeing the paintings they
hang in their homes in an honest
light,” they say.

Triggs and Molyneux have
invented technology that shines
96% full-colour-spectrum light
on pictures instead of the 80%
currently standard in LED bulbs.
Better yet, their lights shine
evenly from top to bottom of an
image and come in three colour
temperatures — your choice.

“Traditional picture lights
cast an orange glow,
which falls on the frame
and largely on the top of
the canvas, leaving
three-quarters of the
imagein darkness,” the
firm says. “They alsouse
60W of energy while our
LEDlightsuse 4W to
6W atmuch lower cost.”

A stately home lighting a
hundred pictures thus
saves £4,000 a year. It
alsosaves on damage to
paintings: these lights
projectno heat, ultra
violet or infra red.

The effect on colouris
dramatic. The TM formula
projects a neutral light on art
instead of a distorting orange but
allows temperature variations
from cool to warm. Tempting as
it is for cash-strapped museums
to exchange incandescent bulbs
for standaréd LEDs, this has the

Pictures in the drawing-room at Weston Par/|
Staffordshire (above) are lit by TM as is the artwork
in a private residence in Knightsbridge (left)

Strads). It has thrown up other
criminals - jailed mostly for tax
hreaks achieved on fraudulent
valuations - alongside Dietmar
Machold, whose trial exposed a
Ponzischemein Strads. Itisa
market awash with fakes and
false labels.

Butitis a game played by
consenting adults; and if
$45 million comes along, we
can only wonder. ||

kin

effect of muting vibrant primary
colours - reds in particular — and
creating new distortions. TM’s
lighting costs more but delivers
truer colour. “Ifyou have a
Picasso, it’s worth it,” TM claims
about its costs. To my eye, its
lights deliver the difference
between a shirt bought inside a
shop and then seen in natural

daylight, where it appears tobe
a totally different colour. Natural
daylight is by definition the most
honest colour there is.

This lighting revolution is
needed. By 2017 old,
incandescent bulbs lighting
pictures around Britain will have
been phased out. |
TM Lighting, www.tmlighting.com.
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