INTERIORS

STORYTELLING AND SCHOLARSHIP ARE AS IMPORTANT AS MATERIALS
WHEN IT COMES TO RESTORING AN OLD LONDON PROPERTY.
ALEXANDRA GOSS TALKS TO THE EXPERTS WHO CAN HELP
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FOR THE AGES Clockwise from above: A converted Coach
House blends seamlessly with two sympathetic new builds by
Kinland and MW Architects on Bristow Mews in Brixton;
Artichoke resolved many of the higgledy-piggledy spaces
within this Victorian country house — including this beautiful
bench seat snugly set into a turret nook; Restored to its original
wonder, Spencer House has been the object of an ambitious
restoration project for an array of architects, engineers,
designers and historians

Renovating these buildings is beset with challenges,
as well as planning and legal restrictions. “The quality
of building material is often poor — we're dealing
with crumbly London stock bricks or render that has
covered up all evils for years,” says the architect Richard
Parr (richardparr.com). “You have to layer sensitively over
the existing building fabric and establish a language
between the old and new.”

Nowhere is this dialogue more important - or tricky

than in the lighting. “Historic houses are home to
beautiful objects and artworks that often rival those in
muscums,” says Andrew Molyneux, co-founding director
of TM Lighting (tmlighting.com), which has worked on
historic London properties including Kenwood House,
Apsley House and Spencer House, as well as Blenheim
Palace. “Fach period home requires a huge amount of
creative thinking and a great understanding of historic
houses and heritage architecture.”

Historical scholarship is key to the work of Hamilton

Weston Wallpapers (hamil com). Founded by
the late architectural historian Robert Weston and his
wife Georgina Hamil the ¢ y has meticulously

revived and reproduced old wallpaper designs found on
fragile, faded fragments of papers hidden away in period
buildings. The papers have been used in Kensington
Palace and Turner’s House in Twickenham, as well

as on screen in Jane Austen’s Emma, Mary Poppins
Returns, Bridgerton and the latest series of The Crown.

“As an historian, Robert was passionate about
the origin and provenance of historical designs and
meticulously reproduced them as closely as possible
to the originals, together with alternative colourways,”
Hamilton explains.
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For the bespoke Kitchen and interior design firm

Artichoke (artichoke-ltd.com), renovating historic homes
for modern needs often means reconfiguring London
townhouses to bring the kitchen up to the ground floor
from the basement, where it would originally have been
used by domestic staff.

Artichoke also seeks to tell the story of a property.
“In much of our work, we replicate this idea that cach
generation leaves its mark on a building with
changing tastes, technologies and access to



