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The COUNTRY LIFE Top 100

There are few more rewarding experiences than successfully breathing new
life into an old house—or commissioning a new one. For the seventh year,
COUNTRY LIFE has compiled its ever-evolving list of architects, interior
designers, garden designers and specialists with the experience
and creativity required to get it right t
"



hallmarks of Mr McWilliam's skill. Recent
and current projects include a family garden
for an Arts-and-Crafts house in Hertford-

|, Derbyshire, wit L

London projects include alterations to and
the restoration of the Grade II-listed Castle
Club in Fulham as a luxury commercial

shire, designs. scheme, residences
houses in the Home Counties and a large ~ InStJohn's Wood. and acollection of luxury
family garden in Holland Park with terraces as well as

for entertaining, as well as country gardens
in Oxfordshire and for an estate by the river
in Berkshire. Mr McWilliam will reveal his
Transc omlrn(c garden at the RHS Chelsea
Flower is May, which promises to
be a calm .md spiritual space designed to
reflect end-oflife experience.
07704 277304;

Knowles
Tried and trusted construction firms, expert
in complex building projects, are hard to
come by, which makes Knowles an especi-
ally welcome addition to the COUNTRY LIFE
list. Founded by Robin Knowles in 2010, this
company provides a comprehensive service,
from concept to completion, and undertakes
construction, structural and heritage work
across London and the Home Counties.
Acommitment to retaining in-house manage-
mentandspecialist skills is designed to make
the firm less reliant on subcontractors,
to provide a consistent and reliable service.
Ithas particular experience in working with
councils and privately owned estates, such
as the Royal Borough of Kensington and
Chelsea and Westminster City Council, as
well as the Grosvenor and Cadogan estates,
Mr Knowles, who has more than 30 years
of experience in the construction industry,
represents the second generation of the
family-owned company and has now been
joined by his daughter Megan Steele-Knowles.

Spencer House in London and Goodwood
House in West Sussex, as well as in private
houses. The firm also produces its own
range of contemporary and classic picture
lights, accent lights, gallery lights and
mounting systems. Although early LED
lights were often considered too cold or
t0o ‘blue’, T. M. Lighting has focused on
developing museum-grade products with
excellent colour rendition and consistency
across different productsto achieve an even
distribution of light.

020-7278 1600; www.tmlighling.co

Architects
ADAM Architecture
Following recent promotions, Darren Price
and Robert Cox have joined design directors
el Anderson, Hugh Petter, George Sau-
marez Smith and Robbie Kerr, who, together,
lead a team of 100 staff based in offices in
‘Winchester and London. Sustainability and
energy efficiency are now vitally important
both for new-build projects and inimproving
existing, listed, and historic buildings.

Dr Martina Pacifici now leads the sustain-
ability team, ensuring that design and deli-

private country estates in Gloucestershire,
Surrey and Berkshire.
020-7313 4169; www.knowlesak.com

¢ The firm advises
how to illuminate art,
demonstrating how
lighting can help
to create a good
atmosphere ?

T. M. Lighting
Specialising in the lighting of art, T. M.
Lighting was founded by directors Andrew
Molyneux and Harry Triggs in 2012. Now,
it enjoys an enviable reputation for design-
ing and manufacturing the best-quality art
lighting for the home, as well as heritage
properties, galleries and institutions, with
clients ranging from Historic Royal Palaces,
the Rothschild Foundation and English
Heritage to Frieze Masters and

are carried
out in the most, carbon-efficient manner.
Work continues at the new urban extension
at Nansledan in Newquay with the Duchy
of Cornwall, the restoration An(l preservation
of a number of listed or historic buildings,

and a variety of projec hosesioy Living
Tradition, anew book on Mr Petter’s recent
work, will be published by Triglyph Books
this autumn.
01962 84384

Adam Richards Architects
Adam Richards has designed a number
of award-winning pro_ve(!s including his
own new-build hous urst Farm, West
Sussex (COUNTRY Llnq August 5, 2020),
which, in 2021, won a Georgian Group award
for anew work in the spirit of the Georgian
era. With studios in London and West
Sussex, the practice has recently completed
a major refurbishment and extension of
a Georgian manor house and a wellness
resort on a Sussex estate.

Current projects include the restoration
of a London house by John Nash, another
wellness resort on a second Sussex estate,

London. The firm advises clients on how to
illuminate art, demonstrating how lighting
can help to create a good atmosphere in
aroom, as well as a balanced effect.

Recent projects include lighting the paint-
ings at Burghley House in Lincolnshire;

a agirls'
school in East Sussex and apartment build-
ings in the town of Lewes. Mr Richards is
also amember of the South Downs National
Park Design Review Panel,
020-7613 5077;

o chads. >



Alighting project for the
sensitive alterations, extensions and tradi-
tionally designed new houses. They are
passionate about the restoration of historic
buildings and Mr Quarme s chair of Historic
Buildings & Places (formerly known as the
AMS). Both are accredited in conservation
and the practiceis full of talented conserva-
tion architects.

Current projects include The Wiston Estate,
which dates to about 1590, and Pitshill in

Vest Sussex, Glynde Place, East Sussex, and
Aston Hall, Shropshire. Other projectsinclude
the renovation of Paisley Museum, Glasgow,
and country houses nationwide. The firm has
received numerous awards, most recently
for Frogmore House, Watford.
020-7582 074S; www.quarme.co

GRAS

illiard room, designed by T. M. Lighting, bri iy

the Scottish

, Lincolnshire
lan Ad: Architects

0131-467 7777; WWW.Aras.co

¢ Their understanding
of the relationship
between house and
garden means their

work extends to interior

and landscape design?

Hoare, Ridge & Morris
Mark Hoare and Ted Ridge now run the

creative p founded with Charles

able re-use of historic Scotland

Morris, d d additions

English country-house specialist lan Adam-
Smith and his team work primarily on
private houses and estates in West Sussex,
Hampshire and Surrey. He has recently
been joined by his son Mungo, who continues
the tradition. The practice has worked on
important houses by Lutyens and current
projects include houses by Voysey, Shaw and
Lorimer. Mr Adam-Smith is also working on
mber of projects in Barbados.

8 044644

2z

John Simpson Architects

Aleading proponent of New Classicism, John
simpson is known for both residential and
institutional designs, includinga new building
in Kensington for the Royal College of Music
and the Defence and National Rehabilitation
Centre in Nottinghamshire (COUNTRY LIFE,
Ja 2,2019), any other proj

and Ireland for more than 40 years, this
Edinburgh-based practice, formerly known

to country houses, as well as new buildings

with traditional character and high-energy
The pair's

isnow
run by the son of the founders, Gun
Groves-Raines, and is developing a reputa
tion for progressive new-builds.

Recent projects include Kyle House and
Lundies House on the Wildland estates in
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020-7405 1285;

Johnston Cave Associates

s
of the relationship between house and gar-
den and the flow of hat their
work typically extends to detailed interior
and landscape design

01728 688747; wwwhrma.couk

al buildings in established se
tings and the integration of new designs and
country houses. >

of substar




